CARMELITA VIGIL
August 31, 1980

Victory Noll
Huntington, IN
September 1, 1990

Dear Sisters and Associates,

“...experience this love which surpasses all knowledge so that you may
attain to the fullness of God himself.” Eph. 3:19

Very early on Friday morning, August 31, at 2:45 a.m., Sister Carmelita Vigil answered her call from the
Lord to “come” and “experience this love which surpasses all knowledge!” At that moment, the reality of her
new life in Christ Jesus began - in peace and joy forever!

Sister Carmelita had a history of malignancies, but always seemed to remain in the mission field to
continue the work she loved. She returned to Victory Noll from Las Vegas, New Mexico, in 1983 after a severe
bout with pneumonia and a painful back situation. X-rays revealed her back pain to be osteoporosis with the
resulting deformities. Despite all this, Sister Carmelita continued her daily activities and lived quite
independently in Holy Family Health Care Center.

Early this year, she was taken to third floor because of extreme back and abdominal pain. Gradually her
condition deteriorated and her back pain worsened, eventually incapacitating her. Members of her family
visited her at different times during the summer. On August 27th, her sister Helen arrived from Las Vegas,
Nevada. The next day, Aug. 28th, her sisters Caroline and Rose with her daughter, Betty Lopez, arrived from
Denver. At almost the same time her brothers Tom and Jack arrived from California. All took turns staying
with Sister. At 2:00 a.m. Friday morning when Sister Virginia Schmitt came to stay her hour with Sr. Carmelita,
she saw that Sister was dying and called the family. Sister Madelon LoRang was with them as they prayed the
prayers for the dying and said the rosary. Sister Carmelita died quietly in the Lord at 2:45 a.m. Friday morning,
August 31, 1990.

Sister Carmelita’s fifty-six years of missionary life were spent in New Mexico, California, Texas,
Colorado and Utah. The greater part of her missionary life was spent in New Mexico. In 1986 Sister Carmelita
wrote an interesting account of her entrance into the community and subsequent experiences in the missions.
This account was written for the Challenge Story. What she did not mention was the fact that she was Sister
Blanche Marie Richardson’s co-worker in the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine work. Sister Blanche Marie
organized the schools to train lay teachers and her first co-worker was Sister Guadalupe Vasquez. Sister
Carmelita followed Sister Guadalupe in this important work. Sister Helen Marie told me that Sr. Carmelita was
the driver and had to contend with all the rough roads, mud, rain and snow to get their equipment to their
destination. In Chapter 14 of her book, THE STORY OF VICTORY NOLL, Sister Elizabeth Ann Clifford
describes the planning of the schools (such as they were in those days) and how they were carried out.

In one of her TMC stories, Sister Carmelita describes what they put up with when they tried to find a
place to live. She said the settlements were so isolated and poor and the people usually lived in a small adobe
home of two rooms. Privacy was hard to come by! Usually, they sought the one room sacristy attached to the
church. Getting settied was always an adventure because they carried books, class materials, army cots,
blankets, food stuffs and cooking utensils. The children were always on hand to bring water and wood. Then,
she would add, there was always the problem of cleaning before they could get settled.

Sister Carmelita was born July 22, 1901, in Walsenburg, Colorado, the oldest in a family of fifteen
children, one of whom was adopted by her parents. She entered the Congregation from St. Leo’s parish in






