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Dear Sisters, '

"We walk by faith, not by sight!" 1 Cor. 5:7

This morning, after the celebration of the Liturgy of Christian Burial, we
laid to rest the remains of Sister Mary Frances Therese McConville and gave thanks
to the Father for the reflection of his love in this woman of deep faith who did
so much for this Congregation.

Sister Mary Frances Therese was active in the missions until 1967 when she
fell in the Smethport convent and broke her right shoulder. After the surgery
she returned to the Noll December 12, 1967. At this time her shoulder had only
limited extension and her elbow limited flexion. She lived on the third floor
in Holy Family Health Care Center and remained as active as she could despite
her arthritis which was gradually incapacitating her. .

In 1981, her condition necessitated her becoming almost totally dependent
on nursing care. She was able to sit up but remained in bed most of the time
until her death. She was always alert and responsive to anyone who came to visit
her. She spoke of the missions and was always concerned about the sisters. About
two weeks before she died, she developed a cold which was treated and most of the
symptoms went away. But she never fully recovered her appetite and became more and
more ocongested. She deteriorated rapidly the last 48 hours. On Friday, November 30,
she received Communion and the Sacrament of the Sick. She was so happy to have all
the Sisters praying with her that she smiled and waved to them through the anointing.
Those present sang '"We have a Holy Mother ." On Saturday, Father Don blessed her after
Mass, but she was not able to receive Holy Communion. By 1l:45 a.m. it was very
obvious that Sister was dying. Sisters Camilla, Maria and Marie Welter were with
her those last 30 minutes. She died peacefully at 12:15 p.m.

Sister Mary Frances Therese conducted a very succesful millinery shep in
Lewiston, Pa. before she entered the Community. In a personal article in which she
speaks of her vocation she says that on a particular Sunday she heard the wards of
Matthew and the injunction, "If you seek perfection, go, sell your possessions and
give to the poor. You will have treasure in heaven." While she had heard those words
many times before, on this particular Sunday she was struck so forcibly that before
the day was over, she had decided to sell her millinery shop and enter religious life.
She described how difficult that decision was because of the close family ties and
of the many friendships she had made through the years.

Sister spent 40 years of her religious life in mission ministry and most of those
years were in an administrative capacity. She was elected Head Catechist while she was
in Indiana Harbor and held that position until she resigned in 1935. On September 7,1932
she with nine other Catechists opened the Center in Redlands on Lugonia Street and called
the Center "Reina de la Misiones." On May 24, 1937 they moved into the Burrage residence
on 1205 West Crescent Avenue.

In his article, Msgr. Laurence Forristal wrote that in 1932 two events happened that
produced a profound effect on the Catholics of Redlands and that was the coming of the
depression ard the coming of the Missiomary Catechists. He said the Catechists worked
urder the most adverse conditions but the two things that stood out in his memory were
the Catechists' unshakable faith in Divire Providence and their ability to keep smiling
in all circumstances. When things seemed at their worst, Catechist McConville would say,
#Don't worry, Father. We're making a novena to the Little Flower. ©She will take care of
everything." And she did, though there were times when every one but the Catechists lost
hope.






