BERNARDINE MABREY
June 20, 2005

July 5, 2005
Dear Sisters, Associates, Family and Friends,

SR. BERNARDINE MABREY had been feeling poorly for several days.
Her lungs were congested and the nurses were giving her breathing
treatments. On Monday morning, June 20™, her illness became
critical and she was rushed to emergency. She was there for only
ten minutes when she died. The suddenness of her death was a shock
to all of us. Fr. Fahey went to the hospital to anoint her and prayed that the angels
would take her into Paradise. Our prayers were joined with his. Bernardine would have
been 85 years old in September.

Alice Marie Mabrey (her baptismal name) was born on September 16, 1920 in Fort Wayne,
Indiana to Austin A. Mabrey and Marie K. Junk Mabrey. She was the oldest of nine
children. She is preceded in death by four brothers: Paul, Edward, John and Jerome.
She is survived by two brothers, Francis Mabrey of Vioiet Hili, AR and Thomas Mabrey of
Ozark, MO as well as two sisters, Marianne Rowe of Rockford, IL and Maureen Marx of

Omaha, NE.

Bernardine attended elementary school in Gary, IN and high school at Sacred Heart
Academy in Lisle, IL. Her favorite subjects were Latin, English and History. Later she
attended Alvernia Conservatory of Music in Chicago where she studied piano, composition
and orchestration, harmony and counterpoint as well as the history of music and music
appreciation. By the time she entered our congregation, she had studied piano for fifteen
years and trombone and double bass for two years. (It is easy to picture her playing the
trombone and having the greatest timel) Bernardine then attended Loyola University in
Chicago for one year. During those years, she also worked in various offices as

bookkeeper/accountant.

Bernardine entered Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters in 1948 when she was twenty-
eight years old. Her preparation for the missionary life included courses in Scripture,
Liturgy, Christian Dogma, Sociology, Spanish, Speech, Literature, Church History,
Philosophy, Gregorian Chant and many more. Part of a novice's life was also learning how
to pray, how to live in community, how fo help in the various parts of the motherhouse,
and of course, how to enjoy a good laugh, music and song. The three-year preparation
ended in 1951 when she pronounced her first vows.

Bernardine's first mission assignment was Tulare, CA where she worked in religious
education for two years. Next she was sent to Monterey, CA for one year and then to
Hawthorne, NV for four years. In 1958 she attended Siena Heights College in Adrian,
MI to work towards her degree. She graduated in 1961 with a Bachelor's degree in
Philosophy. She had majored in Spanish, with three minors: Philosophy, English and
Music.

She was part of the faculty of Victory Noll Junior College, teaching the postulants and
novices English, Music and Spanish. Afterwards, her missionary life took her to San
Angelo, TX, St. Louis, MO, Neosho, MO, Colorado Springs, CO, Gallatin, MO, Coldwater,
MI, Kansas City, MO, Hamilton, MO, Tucson, AZ and Salt Lake City, UT. She loved
pastoral ministry and religious education, coordinated RCIA programs and taught music and
piano, especially during her last years in the missions. Whenever she moved, her family
remembers helping her move her piano, too.



A special event was a community gathering held in Chicago in 1989, called "The
Happening.” Bernardine decided to give us a treat by presenting a concert one evening.
We sat in the auditorium and Bernardine was on the stage, wearing a long gown and
delighting us with renditions of her favorite classical pieces. It was food for the soul.

In 2000, when Bernardine could no longer stay in the missions, she returned to Victory
Noll and lived in our Health Care Center. She kept active, riding around in her motorized
vehicle. She enjoyed listening to her collection of classical music. She also gave music
appreciation evenings in the chapel for all the sisters. Her love of poetry was spread to
others when she gave classes on how to write poetry. The fruits of those sessions were
collected in a “chapbook” for everyone to enjoy. In the summer of 2003, our young
Bolivian sisters came to Victory Noll. Bernardine again shared her gifts by having English
classes for them. There was a lot of laughing during those sessions.

Bernardine loved to read and helped out in the library when we were downsizing it. She
kept up with readings in theology and cosmology. Her deep commitment 1o God and to
seeking the truth helped her make her own, sometimes difficult, choices in her spiritual
life. She was true to herself and kept her integrity in the way she felt called by God.
She planned her own vigil and funeral service and they were a true reflection of her faith

and commitment.

We had the vigil for Bernardine on Sunday evening, June 26™, with the funeral Mass on
Monday, June 27™. The family members who came were her brother Thomas and his
wife, Josephine, her brother Francis and his wife, Carrie, her sister Marianne with her
husband Bud Rowe, her sister Maureen with her husband James Marx and her niece,
Catherine R. Mabrey Cosgrove, daughter of her deceased brother, John. Fr. Fahey was

the celebrant and Sr. Jeanette gave the homily.

We will miss Bernardine's hearty laugh in the dining room, her jokes and her smile of
greeting when our paths crossed. We are grateful for the many years she spent with us
in religious life and for all the gifts that she shared so generously. Her poem "Eucharist”
are her own words of love for God and for us:

We come to meet in this bless'd altar space;
It's here we greet each other face fto face.
It's now that love leaps forth from our desire
And we're absorbed in love's embracing fire.

A love that makes our senses faint with joy,

A love that glows and warms and brings deep peace,
A love that burns as though it would destroy.
A love that gives all heart's pain sweet release
Then flings me into all creation’s heart

In ever wid'ning rings of hope and trust
Among the stars of whom I am the dust.

Now joined with all creation ever more

We live conjoined more fully than before.

Sincerely,

. Medanie

Sr. Melanie Persche, OLVM
General Secretary



