REGINA FOPPE
November 29, 1991

Victory Noll
Huntington, IN
December 6, 1991

Dear Sisters and Associates,

‘”They shall find rest from their labors, for their good works
follow them!" (Revelation 14:13)

Sister Regina Foppe died peacefully in the Lord at 8:10
a.m. Friday morning, November 29, 1991, in the emergency room
of Huntington Memorial Hospital.

Oon October 6, 1990, Sister Florence Garbacz brought Sister
Regina back to Victory Noll from Tucson to recuperate from a
fractured pelvis which had occurred when she fell in September.

By the middle of March of 1991, Sister Regina was able to move
from the third floor to second floor as she was able to care for herself and take
part in some community activities. In March of 1991, she had a cataract surgery

on her left eye. A year before, she had a cataract removed from her right eye.
Because of her anemia and diabetes, Sister remained in rather frail health and for
several weeks had not been feeling well. On November 15th, she returned to the third
floor so that her blood sugar could be monitored more closely. Occasionally, she com-
plained of minor chest pains. An EKG was done November 17th, but did not reveal any
heart problem. Early in the morning of November 29th, Sister awoke with difficulty
in breathing and chest pain. Sisters Lucy Marie and Christopher were notified and the
ambulance called. Sister Regina was conscious of her condition. She asked for her
rosary and that her sister Agnes be called. She died at 8:10 a.m. in the emergency
room of Huntington Memorial Hospital.

As Sister Regina had donated her beody to Medical Research, we prayed the special
memorial prayers for her just before the Memorial Liturgy was celebrated on Friday.

Sister Regina spent 51 years of her religious life in religious education, social
work and administrative positions in the missions of New Mexico, California, Nevada,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont, Texas, Illinois and Arizona.

For 18 years, Sister Regina worked to improve the quality of life for the people
of Lubbock. Through her constant efforts in favor of the poor, she became well known
and respected by all officials, administrators and personnel on the local, State and
Federal level of Government. She was a proponent of the Head Start Program which cared
for many children. She also worked to get the lunch program started, convincing
officials that poor children who went to school without breakfast and often without
lunch, could hardly be expected to learn. The result of this program was the apparent
progress of the students. Those who were thought to be retarded were soon found to be
normal children, getting good grades! In May of 1970, when a tornado destroyed most
of the northern part of Lubbock, leaving the Mexican Americans without homes, Sister
Regina worked to get some 600 vandalized homes on the East side renovated so that the
victims of the tornado could move into them rent free. Because of her untiring efforts
of service, the Mayor of the City, proclaimed August 30, 1981 as, "Sister Regina Foppe
Day" in the city of Lubbock.

gister received her M.A. Degree in History and Government from Texas Technological
University in Lubbock in 1976. She was Director of Christian Social Action in the
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Diocese of Lubbock, Director of the Justice and Peace and Campus Ministry Office
in DeKalb, IL. After an internship in Washington, D.C., she applied and was
appointed Director of Catholic Detention Ministry for the Diocese of Tucson
September 7, 1987. For her total commitment to this special ministry, she en-
deared herself to many and received the grateful thanks of the Catholic Community
Service in the Diocese of Tucson.

Sister Regina returned to the Noll from Tucson October 6, 1990. This was a
difficult adjustment for Sister to make after being involved in such a heavy schedule
through the years, but she did accept her condition gracefully and with peace.

Sister Regina was the daughter of the late Paul and Mary nee Wessel Foppe and
was born December 6, 1914 in Breese Township in the County of Clinton, IL. She was
the oldest of six children. She entered the Congregation from the parish of St.
Augustine in Breese September 17, 1932 and made first profession of vows September
8, 1935. She would have celebrated her Diamond Jubilee in 1992.

Sister's family arrived in time for the Liturgy which was celebrated in Memorial
Chapel at 4:00 p.m. Her sisters, Agnes with her husband Leonard Keevin from Highland,
IL.; Bernadette Elling and her sister-in-law, Loretta Foppe from Breese; Henrietta
Schaefer from Wellsville, Mo.; her nieces, Wanda Hudson from Pocahontas, IL., Lois
Zollmer from Breese and Judy Keevin from Danville, IL. were present. We were
grateful for the gift of their presence among us.

Father Fahey celebrated the Liturgy. Henrietta and Sr. Carolyn I. did the
readings; the Schola sang the Psalm and the Alleluia Verse; Sr. Martha gave the
homily; Judy Keevin offered the prayers of the faithful; Agnes, Bernadette and
Loretta brought up the gifts.

In her homily, Sister Martha reflected on light...what it means to be born into
the Christian Faith and truly live it. She used the imagery of candles...birthday
candles...Advent candles...and the Christ candle of the Easter Vigil...dispelling
the darkness of the world...of hearts...of the Church. She said the Lumen Christi
calls out with great desire: "I have come to cast fire on the earth and what will
I but that it be kindled!" The formula for kindling this fire: "To hear the word
of God and keep it!" To hear Jesus' word requires silence, prayer and attentiveness.
To keep the word requires compassion, discipline and guts! Both require dedication
to love, discipline and study...life long study...to discern the needs of the times,
the current flow of energy, when and where to speak out and the preaching of the word
in season and out. Sister went on to say that when one is dedicated to love, many
wonderful works follow and she went on to enumerate Sister Regina's ministeries.

This is what it means to kindle fire on the earth for and with Jesus. She concluded
her thoughts by praying that through Sister Regina's example and support, each of

us will discover our own unique gift...our own spark to kindle the fire Jesus casts
upon the earth.

At the end of the Liturgy, Father Fahey spoke to the family and said that about
ten days before her death, she had come to him in the conference room and asked for
a prayer to die. He composed the prayer for her. He thought it was so fitting that
she donate her body to medical research as she had given herself so completely in
the service of others.

How precious in the eyes of the Lord, is the death of his faithful ones! "They
shall find rest from their labors, for their good works follow them!" Rev. 14:13

Prayerfully in Jesus and Mary,
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Sister Germaine Stadler, o.l.v.m.





