BERNADETTE WADE
June 30, 1991

Victory Noll
Huntington, IN
July 2, 1991

Dear Sisters and Associates,

"They shall find rest from their labors, for their
good works follow them!" Rev. 14:13

The crowning of Sister Mary Bernadette Wade's
discipleship came early on Sunday morning at 2:00 a.m.
June 30, 1991 when she heard the "call" and answered
her "yes" to begin her new life with Jesus. How beautiful
it must be to behold the radiant dawn of Christ's pres-
ence!

. Sister Mary Bernadette returned to thé Noll from
Imlay city, MI where she had spent eight years in religious education ministry.
During her last two years there, she helped out with housekeeping and cooking at
Casa Maria. On her return to Victory Noll and the Holy Family Community, she helped
in the kitchen with diet duties until her complete retirement in 1988.

Sister Mary Bernadette enjoyed remarkably good health for most of her life.
She was always very active and kept many interests such as sewing, reading, card
playing and attending the senior citizen's events as long as she could.

In January of this year Sister Mary Bernadette became ill. She was hospitalized
and x-rays revealed a tumor in her abdomen. Surgery was done and evidence of cancer
was found in the lymph nodes. However, the Doctor felt that she could still have a
few good years of active life. Sister developed pneumonia following the surgery so
her recuperation time was extended. 1In March and April she resumed some of her
normal activities, going to the dining room for meals and often joining the Sisters
in an evening game of cards. By mid-June the tumors appeared in the abdomen and
rapidly caused her condition to deteriorate. During the last week of her life, she
experienced a lot of pain and often appeared to be comatose. During this time the
Sisters kept vigil at her bedside. She gradually became weaker and at 2:00 a.m.
Sunday morning, June 30, 1991, she died peacefully in the Lord. One of the nurses,
Sisters Rose Zita and Camilla were at her bedside and prayed the prayers for the
dying. Throughout these last months, Sister Mary Bernadette kept up her cheerful,
optimistic and faith-filled spirit!

Sister Mary Bernadette spent 46 years of her religious life in the missions of
Indiana, California, Ohio, New Mexico, Florida, Pennsylvania, Wyoming and Michigan.
She held the position of Superior in Las Vegas, Santa Fe, San Pierre and Smethport.
She was also assistant cook for three years and head cook for cne year at Victory
Noll. It was during her past nine years at Victory Noll that her sister Rose Wade
came to live here. Rose could no longer care for herself and Sister Mary Bernadette
was unable to make the trip to Washington, IN. so Rose came to live with us. Rose
was with us until God called her home on January 4, 1990. Rose was buried in Mont-
gomery, in Daviess County, IN. Sister Mary Bernadette was always so gratéful that
Rose could be taken care of here at the Noll. ‘

Sister Mary Bernadette was born September 13, 1897 in Montgomery, Daviess
County, IN. She was the third oldest of five children. She was a telephone oper-
ator in Indianapolis and for the three years before she entered the Community,

- she worked for the Western Union Company.






