MARY RUTH KRAMER
December 20, 2008

January 14, 2009
Dear Sisters, Associates, Family and Friends,

SR. MARY RUTH KRAMER'’S death was a shock to all of us. She was busy preparing the liturgy for
Christmas, practicing with the choir and taking care of the many details that were part of her ministry.
She went shopping the afternoon of Dec. 15 and had a massive stroke. She was taken to emergency and
was still able to communicate. The doctors noticed that the hemorrhage was progressing and did not see
any hope for recovery. Mary Ruth was taken back to Victory Noll where our sisters kept vigil with her
until the end. She died peacefully at 5:30 AM on December 20", 2008. She was 84 years old.

Ruth Mary (her baptismal name) was the daughter of Jacob Kramer and
Theresa Gels Kramer. She was born on November 19, 1924 in Coldwater,
OH, the fifth of six children: Marie, William, Rita, Arnold, herself and
Dorothy. Mary Ruth’s family was strongly Catholic. In fact, all of
Coldwater was a very Catholic farming area. Every ten miles was another
church and the steeples could be seen in whatever direction one looked. The
Priests of the Precious Blood were their pastors.

Mary Ruth’s uncle was a Precious Blood priest and her brother William also
joined that congregation. The seminary where he studied was nearby. Mary
Ruth felt called to the religious life and after graduating from Holy Trinity
Grade School, she entered the aspirancy of the Sisters of Providence in Terre
Haute, IN. It was a high school academy and Mary Ruth studied there for
two years. She came to realize that she was not called to a teaching order, so she returned to Coldwater
and finished high school, graduating in 1943.

That fall she applied and was accepted at Victory Noll. She entered on October 28 and joined ten other
young women, all of them eager to become missionaries. The three years of formation passed quickly,
with classes in theology, psychology, liturgy, methods of teaching, Spanish and many more. Mary Ruth
was an excellent student and earned A’s and B’s in all her subjects. She made her first vows on Aug. S,
1946. A few days later, she was able to attend the ordination of her brother, Bill. It was a time of
rejoicing for the whole family.

Mary Ruth then began her missionary life. Her first assignment was Redlands, CA. Archbishop Noll had
bought an abandoned mansion there and the sisters had worked hard to refurbish it. It housed many
sisters and their work covered a large area. Their ministry entailed religious education of children and
adults, training of altar boys, liturgy and music, training of catechists and home visiting. Mary Ruth
worked in Redlands for five years. Her beautiful smile and cheerful spirit brought joy to her ministry and
to her community life. Her beautiful singing voice was an asset in her classes and with liturgies. Not
only that but she also played the piano, violin and organ.

In 1950 she was transferred to Washington Court House, OH where she worked for three years. 1953
brought a change of scene when she was missioned to East Chicago, IN and a few years later (1956) to
Gary, IN. These two adjoining cities were not the beautiful countryside but inner city, with steel mills
and smoke stacks. Many Mexican immigrants worked there and the ministry was challenging. The love
and care of our sisters for these people living in poverty is still remembered to this day. While in Gary,
Mary Ruth was also appointed local superior, watching over the welfare of each sister in the house.

In 1966 Mary Ruth was transferred back to Redlands. A year later, she was made superior of our mission
in Pacoima, CA. The following year it was on to Hawthorne, NV (superior) and the next year to
Colorado Springs, CO where she was the diocesan director of youth education. Needless to say, her



adaptability was a virtue put to good use. During her last year in Colorado Springs, Mary Ruth’s mother
died (1973) and she went home to be with her family at this time of sorrow.

In the 60’s and 70’s, our congregation encouraged each sister to go on for higher studies and work
towards a degree. Most of our sisters attended summer school classes. Mary Ruth went to Brescia
College in Owensboro, KY in the summers of 1958 — 1966 and received her BA in Education and
Theology in 1967. She then started post-graduate classes at St. Mary’s College of California during the
summers, from 1967 — 1972 and received her MA in Theology.  Mary Ruth continued learning
throughout her life. Her file contains lists of classes, workshops, in-service education and updates too
numerous to mention. It was evident that she appreciated opportunities to broaden her mind and to
improve her skills.

In 1973 Mary Ruth she was assigned to Gallatin, MO where she worked for two years and then Kansas
City, MO for four years. In each of her missions, Mary Ruth worked in religious education, spreading the
Good News of God’s love. Her gifts for organization and her attention to details were assets that helped
her tremendously. Beneath all of that was her love of God and dedication to God’s people.

In 1978 she began her longest mission assignment. She went to Coldwater, OH, her home town, to be the
director of religious education and to do pastoral ministry. Her father was getting up in years and Mary
Ruth wanted to be of help. The religious education program that she coordinated served 1,000 students,
grades 1-12. Scheduling classes, recruiting and training catechists, meetings with parents, planning
liturgies and special events were all part of the ministry. Mary Ruth visited the local nursing home
several times a month. She was also staff liaison on the Social Justice Commission and was active with
their twin parish in Guatemala. After 14 years in this ministry, she retired to care for her father who had
turned 99 that year. She did this ministry lovingly until his death two years later at the age of 101.

Mary Ruth was then rehired by the parish as Evangelization Coordinator. She was responsible for all
adult faith formation, planned periodic missions, led “Ministry of Moms” groups for young mothers and
organized home visitors who visited each household twice a year. She enjoyed singing in two choirs at
the parish and did outreach ministry to the Hispanic community. The Knights of Columbus gave her the
State “Religious of the Year” award in 2008.

In June of 2008, Mary Ruth responded to a call from the congregation to return to Victory Noll and serve
as liturgist. She left Coldwater after thirty years and moved to our motherhouse. Mary Ruth knew that
liturgy and prayer were the main ministries of our retired sisters. She wanted to do her part in helping
make this ministry as meaningful and beautiful as possible. She took organ lessons so that she could do
her ministry even better. Little did we know that her time here would be so short.

The community of Coldwater responded with their whole heart when they heard of Mary Ruth’s death.
Fr. Bill came in the afternoon of the vigil but because of his health, could not stay very long. Her sister
Rita was also in poor health and could not attend. Dorothy was able to come. Many nieces and nephews
and numerous parishioners attended. The parish choir helped with the music. There were 79 guests in all
and the chapel was filled to overflowing. We bade farewell to Mary Ruth on Dec. 23", We will miss her
and look forward to a glorious reunion. Even though her death was sudden, she was ready and “had her
belt fastened around her waist and her lamp burning brightly for her Master’s return.” (Luke 12:35) We
pray that like her, we may also be prepared and ready.

Sincerely in Christ,

by boi

Sr. Melanie Persche, OLVM



