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Dear Sisters, Associates, Family and Friends,

SISTER TRINIDAD LUNA was an active missionary until she retired to

Victory Noll in 1993. In 1996, her health began to fail and in 2002, she

moved to the 3" floor of our Health Care Center for more nursing care.

She was up and around as much as she was able, using her walker and later,

her wheelchair. When her kidneys began to fail, she became bedridden.

As her life drew to a close, she was put on Hospice care. When the end

was near, our sisters kept vigil with her day and night. She died on May 4 e
at 7:15 PM. Trinidad was 94 years old.

Trinidad was born on August 20, 1912 in Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico to Trinidad Luna and
Delfina Martinez Luna. She was the fifth of six children: four sisters, Genoveva, Juanita,
Manuelita, Rufina and a brother, Cipriano. Trinidad's mother died when she was six years old and
her father was left to raise "underage and unmanageable children,” as Trini put it. Reminiscing,
she said that she learned to cook, wash, sew and take care of animals at an early age. She
especially loved to cook.

In 1932, when she was nineteen, Trinidad decided to enter religious life. She applied to Victory
Noll and met all the requirements, not the least of which were vaccinations for smallpox,
diphtheria and typhoid fever. In 1932, our congregation was only ten years old. I am sure she
felt it was a great adventure to join this new missionary group. She was part of a class of
eighteen. All were received as candidates on February 11, 1932, the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes. After finishing three years of spiritual and intellectual formation, she made her vows
on March 25, 1935, It was the custom to take a hew name when making first vows. Trinidad
received the name of Rita. -

Her mission assignments followed one after another in rapid succession: Victory Mount in Las
Vegas, NM, Holman, NM, back again to Las Vegas and then to El Paso, TX. There was a change
from catechetical ministry when she was asked fo go to Redlands, CA in 1941 and serve as cook
for the sisters. The Redlands mission covered a large geographical area. There were fifteen to
twenty sisters stationed there and Sr. Rita put her skills of cooking to good use. After two
years, she was transferred to Santa Paula, CA where she again did catechetical ministry.

The list of her mission assignments is long: Brawley, CA; Gary, IN; San Angelo, Lubbock, and Big
Springs, TX: Las Vegas, NM; Santa Fe, NM; Holbrook, AZ: Salt Lake City, UT; East Chicago, IN;
Colorado Springs, CO; Wheatfield, IN and Eagle Pass, TX. These mission assignments spanned
twenty-six years, from 1943-1969. She fulfilled the pledge she had made on the day of her
profession: I pledge myself, of my own free will, to go wherever sent, and to persevere in the
faithful performance of all my duties, and in the exact observance of the Constitution and Rules
of this Socretfy.”

In 1969, however, the stress of ministry and community life were taking its toll. She requested
and was granted a leave of absence for six months. She needed a change of scene and time to
recover her peace of mind. During that time, she worked, continued to live her spiritual life and
kept in frequent communication with the president of the congregation. After six months, she
returned to the community. :



There were other changes for Trinidad during this time. She was attracted to health care,
which is one of the ministries of our congregation. She asked to study home health nursing and
in 1972, received her certificate from the Public Health Department of Redlands, CA as a Home
Health Aide. A third change for Sr. Rita was going back to her baptismal name, Trinidad. That
was an option for all the sisters and she was happy because she said it simplified her life.

She worked as a nurses' aide for five years at the Terracina Nursing Center in Redlands. She
then accepted a position in the home of an elderly couple, the Von Hagens, caring for the wife
who was ill. When she died in 1978, Trini continued in the same position, caring for Mr. Von
Hagen until his death. Both Mr. & Mrs. Von Hagen were so appreciative of the care they had
received that they donated their house to our congregation. Trini continued to live in that house
for a few years. At different times, one or another of our sisters joined her as a companion.
Trini was doing volunteer ministry by that time.

One of the highlights of her life was the visit of Pope John Paul IT to Los Angeles in 1987. Trini
was one of sixty people who had been given tickets by St. Mary's Parish to attend the Mass
celebrated by the Pope. All were waiting eagerly in the early morning hours for the bus to come
and take them to this special event. After several hours, there was no bus in sight and they
knew they could not get to Los Angeles on time. They all returned home, very sad. Trinidad's
story of disappointment made the local and diocesan papers. Bishop Straling of San Bernardino
made sure that Trini was among the fifteen selected to attend Mass with the Pope in Dodgers
Stadium. Not only did Trini attend Mass, but she sat in the front row (next to Secret Service)
and she was one of 100 people to receive Communion from the hands of the Pope! She treasured
the experience and saved all the newspaper clippings in her file.

In 1993, it was time to return to Victory Noll. She was 81 years old. Bishop Straling sent her a
special letter, expressing his heartfelt gratitude for her many years of service to the people of
Redlands. "Through the years, I know you have touched the lives of many people and they, in
turn have truly been blessed by your presence.”

In her retirement, Trini participated in the daily life and prayer at Victory Noll and helped with
household duties as much as she could. She soon had to move to the 3™ floor of Holy Family for
nursing care. This did not stop her from going downstairs to the sewing machine to make quilts.
She also loved feeding the fish and the finches, giving them more than they actually should have
eaten. She lived at Victory Noll for thirteen years until God called her home on May 4™.

We laid her to rest on May 7™, singing the beautiful Spanish songs that she had sung since her
childhood. Family members who came for the funeral were Horace Esquibel, Joan Garcia, Ramona
Ortiz and Trinney Barela, all children of Trini's sister Manuelita.

We pray that our sister, Trinidad, is resting in the loving arms of God. We ask her to pray for
us and hope to join her there, where "God will wipe away all tears from our eyes; there will be no
more death, and no more mourning or sadness or pain. The world of the past will be gone. All will

be made new". (Rev. 21:4-5)
Sincerely in Christ, -

A, hlanio

Sr. Melanie Persche, OLVM
General Secretary



