MARIE CELINE ERNST
July 31, 2005

August 18, 2005

Dear Sisters, Family, Associates and Friends,

SISTER MARIE CELINE ERNST was in the hospital
several months ago when she was critically ill. She was
at the point of death but recuperated and returned to
Victory Noll. She was able to get around in her electric cart and
many times even came down to the dining room to join us at meals. Eventually she
was put on Hospice care and seemed to spend her days peacefully. Early Sunday
morning, July 31%, her illness became critical and she died suddenly during Mass
from congestive heart failure. She would have been 90 years old in August.

Mary Elizabeth (her baptismal name) was called “Marie” at home. She was born in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin on August 28, 1915 to John Ernst and Ida Ronge Ernst.
Both of her parents were deceased by the time she entered religious life. She had
one brother, John, who died in 1997 and is survived by a sister, Elizabeth Clara
Friedman.

Marie attended St. Leo’s Grade School and Holy Angels High School. She said that
her favorite subjects were Religion, History and Sociology. She also studied piano
for two years. She graduated in 1933. After that, Marie helped her family during
the Depression by doing housework and being employed in a glove factory.

By the time she entered our congregation in October, 1948, she had been trained in
CCD (religious education) at two different times: 1932-34 and 1942-44. The desire
to spread the Good News had been sown in her since her youth. It continued to
grow as she participated in the formation program at Victory Noll with her fifteen -
classmates. She took the name Marie Celine and made first vows on August 5,
1851,

Her first mission assignment was Monterey, California. The sisters lived in an old
house overlooking the bay and could hear the seals barking at night. Leaving the
Midwest to go-té California was certainly a new experience for her. After two years
of “getting her feet wet,” she was given a Confirmation class to teach all by herself.
In our collection of “Sisters’ Stories”, Marie Celine tells of Donald, a boy in that
class who was in special education. Not only did he outshine the other children
when the bishop examined them but he won a special statue of Mary. According to
his teacher in the school he attended, that event turned his life around!

Marie Celine was then assigned to Los Banos, Los Angeles and San Pedro until
1965. During the summers she attended Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles.
In 1965 she went to study full time at Siena Heights College, Adrian, MI where she
earned her BA. Then it was back to Los Banos where she worked from 1966 to
1980. In the summers, she attended St. Thomas University, Houston, TX where
she earned her Masters in Religious Education in 1975. Marie Celine was able to
switch between work and study in an admirable way. Because of that, her
achievements are all the more noteworthy.



In 1980, she was asked by our congregation to become the coordinator at our
motherhouse, a ministry she did until 1983. To prepare herself for that work, she
attended a training workshop at Xavier University in Cincinnati. Then she became
the dietician at our Health Care Center at Victory Noll from 1983-87. Again, to
become familiar with that field, she attended a seminar at Purdue University on
Food Service Excellence, Management and Supervision.

Marie Celine returned to the missions in 1987, working in East Carbon City, UT
until 1994. She was the director of religious education and worked in the RCIA
program. As one of our sisters put it, Marie Celine had a spirit of “hospitality,
welcoming, inviting, a whole approach to life, a state of mind, a warmth of attitude,
an openness to persons and ideas.” These qualities were attractive to people and
most surely helped them come closer to the Church and to God.

In 1994, Marie Celine retired and returned to Victory Noll. She continued to reach
out to people and kept in touch with our associates by phone. She always had time
to visit and share with others and her gracious smile of welcome was extended to
all. One of our volunteers, Kathy Sundling, can vouch for that. She offered to come
to Victory Noll and read to the infirm sisters. It was through Marie Celine that
Kathy and her family joined the Church. Marie Celine prepared the whole family
together and was able to reach each one at their level. She certainly was a skilled
catechist. At the vigil service, Kathy gave a moving testimony of what Marie
Celine meant to her and her family. Marie Celine was a missionary up to the end.

We celebrated the Mass of the Resurrection on Aug. 3. Marie Celine chose the
reading from the First Letter of John: “See what great love the Father has
lavished on us by letting us be called God'’s children — which is what we are! ...
Beloved, we are already God’s children, but what we shall be in the future has not
yet been revealed. We are well aware that when he appears we shall be Iike him,
because we shall see him as he really is.” (1 Jn. 3:1-2) |

Although God’s promise had not as yet been revealed to Marie Celine, she believed
those words. She lived her life in faith and hope and God in turn, lavished her with
great love. Now that God has appeared to her, she is like Him because she sees
Him as He really is. She has achieved the goal of her life.

Sincerely,

A Mbanie

Sr. Melanie Persche, OLVM
General Secretary



