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October 22, 2007
.. Dear Sisters, Associates, Family and Friends,

SISTER TERESA GERLITS was enjoying her retirement at Victory Noll. She
lived in St. Joseph Building and walked back and forth to the chapel and the
dining room every day, using her cane. She always had a beautiful smile for
everyone she met. The night before she died, she asked Sr. Mechtilde to make sure she was
awake the next day, in time for Mass. Mechtilde went to Teresa’s room earlier than planned and
found her on the floor. Teresa had died around 8 AM on October uth, probably of a massive
stroke. She was 85 years old. H s

Teresa was born on June 2, 1922 in Denver, CO to Edward and Grace Hittner Gerlits. She was the
seventh of nine children: Lawrence, Agatha, John, Sylvester, Rose, Wilfred, herself, Marcella and
Edward. When she was still small, the family moved to Mt. Angel, OR. Later, her father bought a
farm and they moved to Silverton, OR. Teresa said she loved the outdoors and-all the wild flowers
that bloomed so profusely in Oregon. She remembers driving her mother to church in their
Model T Ford after having had one short driving lesson from her seven-year-old brother, Edward!

Teresa’s older sister, Agatha, entered Victory Noll in 1936, when Teresa was fourteen years old.
Teresa was attracted to religious life, too. In fact, she spent three months as an aspirant with the
Benedictine Sisters in Mt. Angel. However, that was not part of God’s plan for her. Teresa felt
strongly drawn to Victory Noll, especially with Agatha coming home periodically. She also read
“Our Sunday Visitor”, a national newspaper that recounted the exciting stories about the mission
work of our sisters.

When she was twenty years old, Teresa applied to enter Victory Noll. Her pastor wrote: “There is
no other girl of this parish that I can write of so highly. Teresa is an exceptional girl; hard worker,
very conscientious, loyal, possessor of high type moral character and very spirited. ... Am positive
you will be very pleased with her.... Teresa was accepted and entered on October 28, 1942. She
joined a group of twelve young women who called themselves “The Twelve Apostles.” The years of
formation passed quickly and all twelve made first vows on August 5, 1945.

Teresa’s first mission assignment was Azusa, CA where she worked for four years in religious
education. In 1949 she was missioned to Los Angeles (Opal St.) for one year, then Monterey for
three years. Then it was up and down California for a year or two in each mission: Los Banos, San
Diego, San Pedro, back to Monterey, Los Banos again and Montclair. In 1963, there was a change
for Teresa when she was assigned to Green River, WY and became the local superior. She worked
there for three years.

During the summers, Teresa began to go to college, first at Our Lady of the Wasatch in Salt Lake
City and then to St. Joseph in Orange, CA. The first college closed and the second merged with
Marymount, Los Angeles. Teresa continued studying faithfully. One of the courses, Philosophy of
Art, had a big influence on her. It got her started in one of her favorite hobbies — painting. Teresa
achieved her goal in 1970 when she got a BA in Religion, with a minor in Education from
Marymount. During the regular school year, she continued working in the missions in Los
Angeles (1966-68) and Redlands, CA (1968-69).

In 1970, Teresa was sent to Malden, in eastern Missouri, where she helped migrant workers get
their GED certificates (high school equivalency). She mentioned how much satisfaction she got
from helping the poor and disadvantaged. “I have ten trainees from 18 to 45 years of age. ...l am
enjoying it so far. It is a blessing that I have the educational background that I recently acquired as



it is a big help to me now. This is a real challenge - to prepare them for the GED test, which as you
know, covers four years of high school material.” After Malden, Teresa was sent to Springfield, in
western Missouri, where she worked in religious education.

In 1973 Teresa was missioned to Miami, to work in the diocesan religious education office. Our
sisters were organizing the CCD programs throughout the diocese, training teachers and helping
parishes develop their religious education programs. Teresa worked there for one year.

Her next assignment was St. Andrew Towers in Coral Springs, FL, a senior citizen residence
administered by the Archdiocese. Teresa did social work, attending to the needs of the 550
residents. They were ofall faiths and ethnic groups, most of them women. Even though her days
were very busy, she found time to organize an art guild. Every Sunday afternoon, this small group
spent time at their favorite hobby, painting. A few years later, they were asked to have an exhibit of
their work at City Hall. That was certainly an achievement. it

In 1977 Teresa became the Co-director of Social and Welfare Services at St. Andrew Towers, a role
which she fulfilled faithfully until 1992, when she celebrated her Golden Jubilee. She then retired
but continued as a volunteer. Teresa wrote: “I see in the beauty, love, patience and struggle of
residents the presence of God at work. Their love and expressions of it are very heartwarming and
reflect God's love and care.” I think that the residents, especially the sick, sensed Teresa’s love for
them, too.

In 2002, Teresa celebrated her 60 jubilee. She took a year off and participated in a sabbatical
program in Rock Haven, MO. After that, she returned to St. Andrew Towers where her heart really
was. And the weather was warmer there, too. She continued as a social services volunteer, '
enjoying her contacts with the residents. Her life was suddenly changed when she suffered a
stroke and heart attack simultaneously. She was in the hospital and a rehab center for many
months. With determination and a lot of work, she was able to walk and talk again.

In 2006, she returned to Victory Noll, our home base. She did not know that God was going to call
her to her true Home soon. Her death was a shock to all of us, especially to Sr. Agatha.

Her one surviving brother, Edward, of Trinity Center, CA was not able to come to the funeral. Her
nieces and nephews sent a beautiful bouquet. The funeral was October 15®™. The three Scripture
readings that Teresa chose were her way of reminding us that death is not the end.

“Oh Death, where is your victory? Oh Death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55)
“We believe that if we died with Christ, we shall also live with him.” (Rom. 6:8)
“Whoever listens to my words and believes...has eternal life.” (Jn. 5:24)

Teresa lived her religious life with joy, happy being a Victory Noll Sister and grateful for the many
blessings she received throughout her life. Once, when interviewed about her vocation, Teresa
said: “I never had any doubts. That’s the amazing part.” If that was amazing, | wonder what her
amazement is now. It must be something that words cannot describe.

Sincerely in Christ,

. danis

Sr. Melanie Persche, OLVM
General Secretary



